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A Little Background

Now that the Boca Raton Computer Society, Inc. is shutting down and I no longer needed Microsoft Publisher to get out the Boca Bits newsletter, I only took a Linux Mint 18.3 Cinnamon laptop on my July 2018 vacation.

The software I installed to use:

LibreOffice 5.1.6.2 instead of Microsoft Office 2010

Firefox Quantum 61.0.1 (64 bit) for my web browser

NixNote 2.0 to access Evernote files on the Linux laptop

TeamViewer 13 if I needed to access my home computer remotely

NoteTab Light through Wine

With this setup I got out my Interesting Internet Finds - WE July 20, 2018, and Interesting Internet Finds - WE July 27, 2018 for my Computers, Technology, and User Groups blog, as well as most of the Interesting Internet Finds August 2018 for APCUG PUSH articles.

Equipment

The laptop is a Dell Inspiron with 4GB of memory and a 475GB hard drive, which used to run Windows XP given to me by my daughter-in-law when she upgraded to a Windows 10 laptop. I had tried to use as an XP machine, but there were so many problems I ended up loading Linux Mint 18.3 Cinnamon to play with.

My Experience

Other than having minimal internet access for a few days, I was able to make my interesting finds, keep up on Goodreads with my books read, and get my blog posts posted. The access was not through any fault of the hardware or software. Rather a lack of internet access where I was staying.

Software

LibreOffice and Firefox

LibreOffice and Firefox worked just like they do on my Windows machine.

NixNote and Evernote

I had to use Evernote online, as NixNote didn't sync my notes, guess I will have to find something else for Linux.

TeamViewer

I didn't need to use TeamViewer to get access to my home Windows 7 computer. I was able to do it all on the Mint laptop, which was a good thing because I never had a good enough signal to use TeamViewer.

NoteTab Light

NoteTab Light did work and I was able to use the HTML-CSS quick tags to format the text to past into the WordPress posts. But it worked a little differently than on my Windows machine.

Conclusion

This week-long experience tells me that I can do most everything without Microsoft (neither the operating system nor applications) being necessary.

There was a bit of a learning curve, but things are much speedier than with Microsoft. I don't think I will get another Microsoft computer when my current one dies. And, this experiment also reinforced my thoughts on my next laptop purchase being a Chromebook. I just don't need the expense, nor security problems of a Microsoft computer.

I am not one to completely knock Microsoft, but for me, Linux and Chromebooks are the way to go.

If you are frustrated  with Microsoft, give Linux a try. Most distributions of Linux, like Mint and Ubuntu, are available to run live from CD or USB without affecting your Windows OS, or install in a virtual machine, I just happened to have an old laptop to install Mint on.
